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My Lord, | 

Ny Ince my tft of Ofober 26, 1691,” which 
g you were'pleafed to thank mie for, and to 
#' publiſh, t received your Lordſhip's Com: 
mands by Mr. H.to add what hath ſince occurred 
ro my Mind, concerning the ſame 'matter ; and 
more 'patticularly yor require me to'lay before 
you thoſe. common Canfes of the greatelt of our 
Evils, and the moſt powerful Remedies for the 
removing 'them. Since that time I have been 
hindred by 'a dangerous -Sickneſs, the' effects 
whereof Thave not as yet gor'clear of: Befidesthis, 
when'I had'recovered to ſome (mall / degree of 
Health, I met with other things which unavoida- 
bly: hindred me from obeying your Lordſhip's 
Commands; 'And' having''been "this Jong"re- 
ſtrained, 1 believe'f had nor entertained” any far- 
ther > tommy of- this matter, had I not by yotir 
Lordſhip's Letter, of Feb. 27. laſt paſt, been ve- 
hemenily urged to'add what I had farther to ſay 

{Pon yl occaliogs > 12242 23 
What 1 now trouble your Lordſhip with, is 
erfealy*in obedience co your Commands, 'and 
* freedom E ſhall uſe proceeds from' the (ame 
cuſe? For th6'l have had ancictic acquaintance 
| dag A 2 with 


(2) 
with your Lordſhip in the Univerſity, yet that 
would not excuſe the Liberty I take, had I not 
been obliged by your Authority, as well as ſecured 
by your Friendſhip. 

Ic-is a very unpleaſant thing to find fault, and 
eſpecially ro me who know my own faults fo 
well,” that'I cannot tell 'how to make fevere Re- 
flections upon others. I am under noDiſcontenc, 
I deſire no Preferment, am of no ' Party, and 
have no ill-will tro any. Man living : Beſides, I 
know 'tis very often an argument of a weak 
Mind, to cry out of the _—_ time, and com- 
mend the paſt : And therefore I find my ſelf wun- 
eaſie under this Task, . 

But when I conſider to whom. I write, and for 
what end, 1 cannot refuſe to ſay ſomething. For 
tho I take no pleaſure in ſeeing Wounds, and ra- 
king into Sores, yet I ſhould be too nice and.wn- 
charitable alfo, ſhould I refufe this where I had 
any proſpe& of working a Cure. - "The Eyes of 
good Men are upon the Lords, the Biſhops at 
this time, and 'tis greatly hoped you will be Re- 
pairers of our Breaches ; and you will greatly 
diſappoint the juſt expeRations of rhe wile and 
good: if ye be not. In view whereof I ſhall 
offer thole things which follow in this Paper, 
And I ſhall complain of no Evils but ſuch as 
. the Biſhops, by their united Counſels and: En- 


deavours, 
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deayours ,.'by theiv: Intereſt and their Influence. 
may. in. great meaſure-remove. :; Þ\ſay in; greet 
meaſure ; \tor certain it is, that they cannot be al- 
together removed. Some of them. are ſuch, as 
when- they: are once. admitted, they | are not to 
be. cured, but are:like Errors in; che firſt Cohcodtir 
on, that are not-to be amended-afterwards, How- 
ever this may be done ; they may be for the fur 
> the | preſent Set , of, Biſhops 
may leave the Nation in a-much. better caſe than 
they/found ir. The Particulars 'which I humbly 
before your Lordſhip are.thele-thac fallow. 


[.. The care of Schools. There ate a-confidera. 
ble: Number of theſe in. your-Lord{hip's Digcels, 
and fome-' of them well-endowed ; your-Lord- 
ſhip hacth the Choice: of one of che Maſters, 
and the Approbation of ſeveral ;-and; none of 
them-car-| Teach-without, a+ Licenſe from, you. 
I hope many of the: Maſters. of :cheſe Schogls 
diſcharge themſelves well ; 'tis of great moment 
they ſhould all do fo. - I muſt. needs ſay, I fcar 
they; do! not, ;. Lonce rook-ai vecafion to, ſpend 
ſorne time in Examining one of them, atithe;re; 
queſt of. ſome Friends';.,whoſe Children. were 
placed there for their better Inftruftion, and 'of 
one of. the. Governours, of it. I was greatly ſur; 
prized to find the Charity of the Pious. Founder 

abuſed, 


(4) . 
abuſed,and' the honeſt Deſign of the Parents of ſo 
many Children diſappointed. I'll tell your Lord- 
ſhip nothing but matter of FaRt. In that grear 
School there were not above twothat underſtood 
any thing of their Grammar, even. among, thoſe 
who had been there above three Years: The 
firſt Rudiments' were never caughe! rhem'' with 
care; and, for want of: that, all the: ater-care 
imponted nothing, and -did/ but make the; Chil- 
dren weary, and: render. the" School a'Priſon-to 
them," 1 hoped7ar leaſt;' I:ſhould haveifound 
ther - inſtructed in* Religion;.ibur they were. ſo 
far from it, that they were not Taught any Ca- 
rechiſm atall-by-their Maſter, who never ptay- 
e&with tham;"nor twok any care. of: the Boas. 
You-catiticr iirrvigine'whar an Afﬀictionthis was 
to nie.- There muſt 'be ſome! Remedy found 
out for this great Evil, 1150 0191 2 1 

Upon this Occaſion IthumblyIlay before you 
che following Partiealars : 2 19 var £400 | 
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1; That there \might -be from time-to time) 
ſome certaitt'and fixed> times appointeddfor/ the 
_ frriet ——_—— 6f2a}t' _ Schook; *Fhit 

1s prati ed' with *$60d od © bccefs iiirary pregt 
Schols ;" eſpecially #bour he? Oiry wry fe ; 
If this were done wit great care;'-and- opehily, 
you” would'foon' fink the good effetts of -iez(!] 


could 
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could/ tell your emer, where-one of the beſt 
Schobls lin England'had n'utterly ruitied;'had 
it not been 9. this Care. i The: Govetnoursof 
ic,” upon this publick Examination,” removed/the 

negligent- Maſter, -and placed another; -who,'by 
his grebr Oare and} Dilipeice!" refer it frotia 
Very. 16w::Condition' IN 'Y "oft [ fAeuriſliſing '6ne. 
"'F'will be' no hatd matter-for- your Lordſhip''rs 
accompliſh -this. - 'Atid''you may find' Men' of 
Probiry * who” wilt undertake- this! crouble,-and 
give:you a faithfuk: account! But ther they #ufl 
enquire |not ofily into the Letting, but Mariners 
of the Scholars alfs';! and' What care harch'bln 
caken to” bring them up: #i' the" nurture and adm 
dition ©bf ihe! Dord! T'need) not a6quAinr youtt 
Eordftitp' how much he Rablick? is LohGetis] 
inthis' mate” Thetinialy Care! oFtheir Mo: 
rals may fave many Soiits;} and" prevent unfpeaks 
able: Miſchiefs rwhich! flow from want os af ear- 
ty And wiſe Dilciplind. 0108 21 * 

2 \Thae? toy 'the' cheat Solible Cire be 
taken, that Men of great Probity be choſen Ma- 
few of. Sthooks) © White: the Biſhops nominate 
and approve} arid; deed, genetally in all! great 
Schools; rhis Card eay-| be- Hed: The main' Ges 
1s, chat” rhe Maſter: 6F!a hoot" be a' Perſon” of 
ou Probiry,, a Man of Vertne-and Integriry. 

Yer 
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Yau _——— chere:is-not'to: be deſpiſed;: where 
ir:may-be had;burt.natlo muth.ro be. infiſted-on; 
For tis --not; neceffiry . as Probiry is. -- A-hule 
Leatning with ;great ; Diligence, wiſe Diſcipline, 
£909. Tempes and hearty Love. of God and Re- 
1gj0n3 is preferrable-o- the! greateſt meaſure of 
Learaing;)i 1 haveknown feveral:Country School- 
Maſters, ,chas had .yery liale Learning therg- 
ſelves; that. have had flouriſhing Schools, and 
ſome of! the. greatelt| Men. this Age, hath known 
have been bred under them, But chen they have 
been, Men of.» great, Wiſdom ; \and moſt, exact 
Diſcipline ;;- cheir / Piety- hath' been'-grear, /and 
their Lives exemplary ;. and, their Youth (like 
Jacob's Lambs) have from what. they ſaw-in 
their Maſter's Lives; and, from. that .goodly Idea 
of Religion. which they. Jaid! before them, con- 
ceived, aright,, and. been formed -into a - Con- 
formity* to,, the excellent! Pattern laid /in/ their 
way. I have the honour-co know. ſome-Per- 
ſons of Quality of ſingular Vertue, that do 
own the good which<hey. received this' way; 


II. The Care of, the Univerſities. » This Care 
perhaps may not be thought to. belong to the 
Biſhops, but ta the Heads of- Houſes,' and Fel- 
lows,of Colleges.. Bur ſtill ic muſt be granted, 
that the united Endeayours'of the Biſhops may 

do 


(2) 


do 'much in this' matter. For ſome of them 
are Heads of Colleges themſelves, others of 
them are. Viſitors .of them, and many of them 
have a great Influence upon thoſe Heads and 
Fellows as they. are Deans or Dignitaries of 
their Churches, Chaplains in their Families, 
and have their Dependencies or Expectances 
from them. And very certain it is, that the 
want of good Diſcipline in the Univerſity is the 
Source of unſpeakable Miſchief ro the whole 
Kingdom. For want of due Care in this Mat: 
ter the Gentry have been corrupted, at leaſt 
not improved ; The Country hath been filled 
with ignorant and indiſcreet Miniſters and Cu- 
rates ; The People have taken occaſion to for- 
ſake our Church ; Schiſm hath been continued, 
and is like to be ſo; There are thoſe who durſt 
not truſt their Children there, and therefore 
have choſen to ſend them to St. Omers, or elſe 
have commended them to the Care of Diſ- 
ſenters who have taught Schools, and under- 
taken to Inſtrudt them in the Univerſity Learn- 
ing; By this means they have been prejudiced 
againſt the Church of England, and many of 
them become the profeſled Enemies of it. I 
am under no temptation to ſpeak hardly of our 
Univerſities, having had a Relation to borh of 
them, and alſo being under great Obligations 
ro 
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to:them; But yet I cannot but ſay that their 
Diſcipline of late Years hath been very lax ; 
I have been ſometimes defired tro recommend a 
Number of young Gentlemen to the Care of 
Tutors, and have Band it a very dithcult Task 
to place them ſafely. *Tis notorions, and nor 
to be concealed ; I have in paſſing through one 
of them, heard more Oaths ſworn by the Stu- 
dents, and more of them in or coming out of 
a Tavern, than I had obferved whiles I lived 
there in many Years time. I make no doubt 
bur ſome in each Univerſity have uſed great 
Care. Bur yet this could not avail much, when 
the greater Number were negligent ; And ſome 
of the Governing part gave Example of great 
Intemperance by frequenting Taverns, or apoint- 
ing drinking Clubs in their Colleges, I know 
very well both the Men, and Places where they 
mer, and did not only debauch themſelves bur 
reproached better Men than themſelves over 
their Bottles, as Men not true to the Intereſt 
of their Church. The young Scholars were in 
the mean time negleCted, permitted to frequent 
publick Houſes daily, and not called to a cet 
account of their Studies or Manners. The Ex- 
exciſes required by the Statuxe have been hud- 
dled over, or bought off ; Degrees given with- 


out any merit ; Preterments beſtowed by Friend- 


ſhip, 
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ſhip, and: Letters of Jn Perſons ; The Cha- 
rity of Pjous' Beneta&tors perverted ; Offices 
both publick and in particular Colleges not per- 
formed, thd the Salary were received ; Pre- 
ferments kept that were inconliſtent with the 
Local Statutes ; The Studious and Verrnous 
have been diſheartned ; Eating and drinking 
to excels hath been the des many Years ; 
I could ſay much more, and am very ſure [ 
could prove it alſo. I had rather proceed to of- 
fer at ſome Remedy ; I lay before your Lord- 
ſhip the following Particulars. 


(I.) That the firſt Care ſhould be ro make the 
Univerſities Nurſeries of Piety and YVertue. The 
Learning'-which - the young Student gets will 
do him or the World little good if his Ms 
rals be not {ſecured : And indeed if his Vertue 
be preſerved, he is in a fairer way -to ger 
Learning alſo. This ought to be the firſt and 
preateſt Care ; 1 wiſh it were nor upon the 
matter wholly neglected. Your Lordſhip re- 
members the Words of Socrates before Hip- 
pias, "Tys ( lays he ) 4 wonderful thing, that xy. 
whereas if 4 man would put one out to learn g *®*1V- 
Trade or Art, he may eaſily fmd a Place where 
this may be learned ; Nay more, 'tis (aid, be may 
eaſily find thoſe who will _ an Ox or an Horſe to 

2 be 
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be traftable and uſeful. But if a Man were himſelf 
diſpoſed to learn what is Righteous, or would place- out 
his Son or Servant to be taught it; he woiuld not be 
able to find where to place himſelf or them. 1 
believe there is nothing ſo hard and difficult a 
matter as to find a-*School of PYertne.'- We 
have often ſeen thoſe. who went', innocent to 
the Univerſities come thence depraved. And 
this hath many times happened through want 
of Care and diligent Application. "That part 
of our Age which. we ſpend there requires the 


utmoſt Care, and generally is negleted.. There 


are very many that there have loſt their Ver- 
tue and Modeſty ; That have been ſo far from 
Improvement: there that. they have been ruined. 
"Twill ftand you in hand to procure ſuch a Di- 
{cipline, and order thar it ſhall be an hard mat- 
ter for a young Student to miſcarry. This 
will never be whiles they that are ſent thi- 
ther . for Inſticutron have the Liberty to live 
as they liſt. There muſt be great Care taken 
to form their Manners, to poſleſs them with 
the Fear of God, and Senſe of a World to come ; 


To convince them of the Difference of things; 


ro principle them in true Religion, and every 
Vertuous thing. "They muſt be kept from Wine 
and Wantonnels ; inured to Labour and Exer- 
cile ; reſtrained from the Converſation of the 

Town ; 


1h] 
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Town; not ſuffered to go out of their Walls 
without leave ; They muſt be ftridtly kept to 
Prayers, and taught to. pray by themſelves ; 
inſtructed wich exact Care for the Holy Sacra- 
ment, and kept to frequent Communion ; the 
idle and vicious muſt . be Carefully removed, 
and all ill Examples taken - out of the way. 
The Heads and Governours of Colleges may 
with due Care turn their Colleges into Relti- 
gious Houſes; and tis hoped your Lordſhip 
and the other Biſhops will take this Matter in- 
to Conſ1deration, and do your utmoſt toward 


the effeCting it. 


(I1.) "Twill be highly fit that the Feads and 
other Governors ſhould be vilited. Indeed 
there are Viſitors appointed by the ſeveral 
Founders for ſome Colleges, and for ſome Num- 
ber of them in one of the Univerſities :. Bur 
we have not ſeen any great Fruits of this Pow- 
er. My- meaning is, that ſome Number of 
Men ſhould be Commiſſioned from time to 
time to Viſit both Univerſities ; Men that ſhould 
be Impowered: to Examine ſtrictly into Things, 
and make Report, that the Negligent may be ' 

uniſhed ſeverely. I will not undertake .to 
make Articles of Enquiry, but I think I may 


name ſome that will be needful, viz, How 
| the 
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the Eſtates of the Founder and Benefaftors have been 
diſpenſed * How the Statutes of the Honſe bave been 
obferved ? Have the Heads and Governors reſided 
as they ought * Have they kept no Place, nor been 
poſſeſt of Eſtates inconſiſtent with the Statutes of 
the Houſe ? * Have all Exerciſes been duly 'per- 
formed * Diligence and Vertue duly encouraged ? 
What Lives do they lead? And what Account can 
they give of Themſelves and of their Time ſpent 
there ? . What Leftures are read by the Profeſſors 
and other Lefturers, and whether all be done which 
the Statute requires? Are thoſe Studies purſued 
Diligently which tend to make Men uſeful to the Pub- 
lick * Are there no unſtatutable Fees exatted ? No - 
expenſive Cuſtoms introduced > No unneceſſary 
Eating- Houſes allowed? &c. 

Were theſe things looked into by Men of 
Authority, were the Criminals ſeverely puniſh- 
ed, and ſome of them that are moſt Guilty 
removed ; were this done frequently, and with 
due Care, we ſhould ſoon ſee the good Effects 
of it. There would be another Face of things 
quickly ; Prophaneneſs and Idleneſs would skulk 
preſemly and ſoon be baniſhed ; and Diligence 
and Verrue would revive and hold up their 
Heads. We have now. many Men that have 
ſpent many Years there 1n order to ſerve the 
Church as they profeſs ; when they come for 

Orders 
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Orders they have not the Learning of ſome 
School-Boys. This I know upon my certain 
Knowledge, having been employed to Examine 
them when they offered themſelves to be Or: 
dained. I could give your Lordfhip a great 
many Inſtances of thoſe who have not had Skill 
enough to turn the Creed into true Lartine, or 
an Article of Religion; And a great many 
others that had ſome of this Skill, yet had 
not any Underſtanding at all of Theological 
Matters; and yet were theſe Dunces admitted 
to Degrees, and brought Teſtimonials under 
the College. Seal. My Lord, you cannot ima- 
gine with what Grief 1 write this : | But thus 
it is; And there muft be due Care taken 


of it. 


(W.) Theſe Piſitors might be of farther Ute 
if they had Orders to require ſome Publick 
Exerciſes whilſt they viſned ; If they were ob- 
liged to bring with them a Liſt of the moſt 
Pious and Deſerving, that ſhould be kept in 
fome publick Place ; It they had Power to a 
point ſome Diſcipline, and revive the Exerciſts 
_ of greateſt Uſe chart are now omitred. A great 
many things might be named under this Head 
which I forbear. One thing might eaſily be 


done, viz, The requiring all the Students to 
ſpeak 
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{peak che Latine wa ve within the Walls of 
cheir "Houſe - with each other. To do it at 
leaſt at their Meals. I remember well when 
this was done in a certain College, and with 
that ſucceſs thar many of the Houle had gained 
thar readineſs, and were arrived to that Elegance 
that they far exceeded all Foreigners. "Tis a 
ſhame Men ſhould be ac a loſs in . this Matter 
when every Foreigner hath attained it that knows 
any thing of Letrers. 


(IV.) "Twill be neceſlary that wgreater Care 
be taken in beftowing Degrees to thoſe only 
who deſerve them. That Tehimonials be not g1- 
ven promiſcuouſly ; That the Good and Bad have 
not the ſame Teſtimony ; That a Courſe and 
Method of Studies be contrived ; That there be 
greater Care taken to encourage Mathematical 
Learning, and thoſe Parts of it eſpecially which 
are moſt for the Uſe of Life ; That thoſe Theo- 
logical Studies be commended which tend to 
make Men more Serviceable to the Church, 
and better able to Defend our Common Chri- 
ſtianity againſt all Gainlayers ; That particular 
Care be taken to: Direct young Students in their 
Study of the Scriptures, 


HI. There 
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IIL-There ought to be > very great Care ta- 
ken in admitting''to Holy' Orders.” * And” this 
is a Care peculiarly belonging to the Biſhops. 
The want of this Care been attended 
with "unſpeakable Milchiefs. The Church 

under them, *and is like to do'fo' for 
ome time. ' The Biſhops are the only Judges 
of (the Firneſs of Perſons that come to be Or- 


unfit, withour any. danger of a quare im 


on. ' If another Biſhop/Ordain an 'unfic 'Per- 
ſon, and that: Perſon wel 94 ry to your 
Lordſhip to a-Cure, -you-will find your ſelf 
-under | ems Difficulty. If you admit him, 
you deliver up the Cure of Soals' to: a Per- 
fon you do' not Approve;'If you refule him, 
you rut'' the hazard of being;:ſued ar- Law, 
Indeed whete.,you have” Ordained a Perſon, 
you cannot reaſonably refuſe' him Inſticution 
when he deſires it. But. 'ris very hatd' you 
ſhould be obliged ro Inſticute , hin -whom 
another Biſhop hath; without -dge' Care ad- 
micted to Holy Orders. ' This careleſs: ad- 
C Fe 


muctung 
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mitting Men to Holy Orders, may, by the 
united Agreement/ of all: the» Biſhops, be [pre- 
vetted: for the farute,\ b need ' hot. :tell you 
what || good Laws |are' made on.-this- behalf, 
and: how :eafje a; thing) twill be for the fu- 
tire;to take! Care of, !this Matter,.: But :eve- 
x7] Biſhop anufti take” the auimoRt.: Fare, and 
the; Archbiſhops... had: need; -[r&quire: a ſtrict 
and conſtant; Account ; that others do their:Du- 
ty=-: For if: one: Biſhop; be \Carcleſs, as:thac 
Biſhop.,,will be reſorted to :and:-Ordaini:the 
greatclh; Number; fo.-the. other Biſhops, and 
the Qhureb:{Iwill fuffer, greatly by. itz:/' 1 know 
there | haye--been ſome! Biſhops-/'that | have 
been : yery xemils © And:i femme, who have had 
2 {mall Dioces.; have. hadi great Ordinati- 
| Ons, aod that wihen:they; lived. remote from 

theit Diodels allo. ' This:thing | muſt be: look- 
ed-aftcr Diligemly; and twere:well that 'CVeC- 

Biſhop: were obliged:to, give: his) Metropo- 
[aac an Account:ikrom time- tio - time-'of: the 
Mumber. and-Qualificarions of all thoſe whom 
he adnits intd Holy Orders, and of the Places 
of their abode, Wc. 2 ev of 
;- After all, theiBiſhops had nocd. be: Care- 
hal thar they 'be:not impoſed -upon with falſe 
-Litles, (a very common, praftice) with flight 
gaToviles Teſti- 
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Teſtimonials , and: the perfunory Examinas 
tion/;of 4; Chaplain. - He had-'necd Examine 
them himſelf, and. require - them - that: come 
for Orders to apply themelyes, 8@him ,ſome 
cotdiderable- time, beforehand, 'thas-he- may 
be the . better (atished concerning; 'them.:,- Eve- 
ry, wile Man: will be; vesy: tender in com» 
mending a Perſon as a Servant to- his: Friend, 
much more if it be to a Place of any conf 
derable Truſt. What Care then ought the 
Biſhops-/-to.,take when they Commend 'Men 
and Admit them to the Service gf God, and 
of his Church,. and the tremendous Care of 
Inumortal Souls ? "The ume. Caxe -in this 
+ Matter will he. licle enough; And were this 
Care taken. by. all ' the] Biſhops: we ſhould 
ſoon: ſee: the bleſſed Fruits: of it; young Men 
would.' ply their. Studies , and take /care- of 
their! Lives ; and: farm - themlelves to lome 
(hew -ax leaſt - of Setioulne(s ini Religian,., 
know! very well 'a ::certain' excellent» (Prelate 
and Diligence-; and-I 2m told,: 'by.-ohe::that 
knows ,; the good ;Eiltas of it!too: There 
are, Ny - few but; have. - comperently.; fucdd 
chemlebves : before. they have!” offered aheny 
r 
'C 


ſelves. to him: And. for the Idle: and Neg: 
2 gent, 
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gent;'that have” hetird '6f many: ſuch refuſed, 
Seb endeavoured with Ml theit Skill to 
fo means 'to'be admitted" into Holy Orders 
by ſome other” hand:-' A - due Care -of this 
Matter! would $06 great' way in-thatRefor: 
reg riieg good- Men' deſire, and juſt- 
din frowe: the” ' preſent Biſhops. And 

is! no'more thar- what is in mop Power 
to/ do. Ot f « | 
4! [r 10 . 119413 
nv. -A'due- Cats of! " Lives of the alley 
and to'ſee thatithey Reſwe on their Cures and 
do their Dug,” 

\'This 38'2 | wee of rhe Biſhops work. 
Aid: they - 67 very mich*In it” and rhe 
Neceſſities” of Ne Church 'and the Souls of 
Med "call for'tic at” your Hands.”: 'A wicked 
Clergy-Man' does - unſpeakable Miſchief,” I 
know & conſiderable 'Town 'that *Was ſome 
Years-ifine& in good! order, the - People cartie 
-t6- Church, -and they alt 'did fo-: 
Ar the ufual times: bay exine' to the Sacra- 
mentalſo.” 'But'a' lewd and-ſcandatous Mini- 
ſer s now" the Incumbent of''that' Place; ' one 
thacis often difordered-with Drink, and few 
commonly, The > are/now diſperſed : 
They are run into ſeparate Mectings ; and, 


mn 


' 1 
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im 4 word, the Town is ruined; F know the 
Truth::of / this ; and can name ſeveral Places: 
in your — Dioceſs where there is fome-- 
thing of this, tho I know no Place: where it 
is ſo notorious as in that conliderable Town; 
'Twill . be needful : that. ſome Remedy be 
found out for fo great . an Evil. L will not 
undertake to Dire&t your Lordſhip: - "Tis too: 
evident how much the Church hath loſt by 
fuch bad-Men. | 


Another. Care is that of Reſidence, which is 
notoriouſly negle&ted. There are a+ great 
Number of: Paniſhes: that have no» refident. Mi- 
niſter | or Curate,': Inſtead -of that (the ; Mini: 
ſer - comes” or! ſends: every 'Sunday. , and the: 
Pariſhioners: are | deſtitute the reſt of the 


| » Week. There are many more Pariſhes which 


are great, and have. a: conſiderable Revenue, 
which are ſupplied by | ſome cheap. and ve- 
ry unfit Curates;.' By reaſon whereof the Pea- 
ple are ſcattered, Parſonage-Houles- are'dila- 
idated , Hoſpitality diſuſed ;/ and, which- is: 
he ſaddeſt Confhideration of all-, the. Souls: 
negle&ted; There, are; a-Number of, Mini- 
ſers. in. England: that. do- not Reſide -on-their- 
Livings : Some. chuſc to live from their Peo-- 
ple: 


(20) 
ple in ſome great Towns. at a diſtarice for the 
lake | of Converſation, or Air, or : upon ſome 
other Pretence: Some become Curates or 
Le&turers in other Places, and forſake their 
own Charge : Seme are at the Univerſities on 
pretence. of better fitting 'themſelves : Some 
lic' about London, hunting after another Li- 
ving, or fome Le&ture there. Some are in 
the Families of Perſons of Honour , others 
hang about the Court ; and ſame-/are in Ca 
thedral-Churches in ſome Employment there, 
and notoriouſly -negle&t their cure of © Souls 
in the -mcan time. I know ſome that are per- 
feft Strangers to. their People thac (ee 'thern 
not in- ſeveral Years,” and upon the- matter 
never preach with them. I know a Perſon 
that hath one: of the belt Livings in Englaid, 
and hath had for ſixteen Years laſt paſt, and- ne- 
ver -preached among-them 3 noe for: want of 
— or Leiſure, or becauſe he hath: any! o- 
cher Cure, or Publick Employment, bur: be- 
cauſe he is not oor to the Labour of 
his Calling. © I: could enlarge much on 
othets.' | I” have. ens and do- very well know 
many of rtie ' Negledts of 'this': kind. © Lat 
amiazed' when I {exioully conſider it, and won- 


der 


— 
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der how theſe Men can look up to..Heaven, 
or | with © whac' Brow: they :car» look honeſt 
Meh in the Face when' they- are conſcious of 
fo great a Sin? 'Tis time for the Biſhops-to 
look after this Matter, as: they.. would not 
have'the Blood. of >the neglected Souls lic up- 
on them, 0 42 


But your Lordſhip will ſay, How can this 
be prevented ? For a great Number'of theſe 
Perſons. have - Qualifications and Diſpenſa- 
ons, and'ſome 'others are abſent for Healch, or 
Stadies, and other reafonable Caules. 


To: which I anſwer, That this wilt not ex- 
cuſe them that have no reaſonable Cauſe for 
their Abſence, nor any longer than that Cauſe 
continues. 'I know ſeveral. Men that live at 
the Univerſities to a conſiderable Age, and are 
never like to be:rmorefieghan they are. Theſe 
Men 'ought to go .to' their Cures, and fo 
ſhould choſe Men too, who withdrew. for 
want of Health when their Health is refto- 
ied. The - Di/penſations' ro' hold two. Livings 
will nor--excuſe a Man./from nor reliding upon 
either.” And thar bach too often been the 
Caſe.  Belides, 'tis- very fit thoſe Diſpenſari- 
| ons 


_—— 
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ons ſhould be very rarely given, and 'tis in 

the »Power of -the | Archbiſhop to! xeftrain 
them. *Tis no creditable thing for:'a Man 

ro need a Diſpenſation anctally ſpeaking ; 

And thd where one Living 1s not a Maintenance, 

and: another ſmall' one is near it, a Diſpenſation 

to hold thoſe two may be a very allowable 
thing, yet this will not excuſe the promiſcu- 

ous allowance of Diſpenſations. I know a 
great Number of Men that have Pluralicy 

of the beſt. Livings, and thoſe too! at a con- 
{iderable' diftance;; and the ſame. 'Men thac 

have two- great Livings apiece, have many 

of them beſides one, ſome two or three Digni- 

ries apiece. Great we i of Miſchiefs 

of | Non Obſtante's and Diſpen/ations. Th 

were firſt dy in the Court of Rome. wa: 

vid. God an, jIl Preſident ' and Miſchievous to all - the 
= cas. Commonwealths of Chriſtendom. - For -the 
"+ Þ-3%% Temporal. Princes perceiving; that the - Pope 
diſpenſed with Canons, - in unitation thereof 

have uſed their Prerogative to Diſpenſe with 

their Penal Laws and / Statutes, when as be- 

| fore they. cauſed their Laws to be Religiouſly 
obſerved, like the .Laws' of Medes and Perfr- 

ans , Which cannot; be diſpenſed with. For 
this reaſon it was that a Canonift ſaid, Diſpen- 
| | ſatio 
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fſatio eft vulnus quod vulnerat jus commune. Ano 
, thet :(ſaith, "That ':all 'Abuſes -of this kind 


would be reformed, Si duo tantim verba ( non 
Obſtante ] non Impedirent. And Matth. Paris, 
having ..recited certain . Decrees' made- in the 
Council : of - Lyons , which were beneficial for 
the Church of England, addeth, Sed hec om- 
nia & alia per hoc repagulum [non Obſtante J in- 
firmantur. 


After all 'ris certain, that there are -very 
many ' Non-reſidents who have no Diſpenſati- 
on , nor Excuſe that is reaſonable. "Tis pi- 
ry bur theſe ſhould be obliged to. ks 
or proceeded againſt' according to the 'Sta- 
rutes ig that behalf. If they were [duly pw 
niſhed, according 'to Law, we ſhould ſoon fd 
the good Effects of it. : | 
>"L have heard Tome wiſe Men affirm, who 
underſtand the preſeft Poſture 'of 'things/ in - 
the City of London, that there are a" conſi- 
derable Number of Men there, who are 
Curates, or Lecturers, or Readers, or at leaſt 
Candidates: for, fuch Places, that have Cures 
in -the- Country - which they leave, and/ſome 
of -thoſe Cures not well provided for. If 

D this 
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this be fo, 1 am fure tis a great Evil: But 
this' is an Evil ealtly cured, "The Biſhop 
of London may put 4 ftop to-it when he 
pleaſeth. And I believe he will do it; be- 
cauſe I know he & a Prelate of grear: Ver. 
tue, of moſt Exemplary Diligence and Care ; 
and of Yo great Wiſdom 'belides, that he 
cannot but diſcern the Milchievous Effects of 
fuch a Permiſſion. Were he put m Mind 
of this Matter, certainly he would never Li- 
cenſe any Curate or Lecturer there who 
had a Cure -eMewhere. And did ke 'once 
take up this Reſolution, he would foon dif: 
courage this fort of Men. "T's of vaſt Cons 


that the City of Londin ſhould be: 


well ied : And that it be, withonr 
cnploing Me that have Cur: of Sonls al. 
ready. And this I muſt needs fay, That 
 thd I have ſometimes heard that there are 
fuch Men employed in-the City, 1 cannot be- 
lieve they 'are Approved or Licenſed -by that 
Eminent Biſhop. 

But your Lordſhip is not -enly te take: 


Care that your Clergy Refide , but that they 
do their Duty alſo EY amouiuts: 'to 4 


great deal more than Prouching every Gl, 
ana 
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and Reading Prayers on Wedneſdays , Fridays, 
and Holydays.. Sick, People -are ta be viſt- 
ted, the; Poor to be proyided for, young Ones 
to be inſtructed, the Good to be encou- 
raged, the Aﬀited to be comforted, the Cxi- 
minals- t& be admqnifhed , the Contentious 
ta be reconciled. 


There are many Emergencies to be pro- 
vided for, The Miniſter is the common Fa- 
ther of his People. He is always wanted, _ 
the utmoſt Care he can take, the moſt T 
he can, ſpare will be, all lizle enough 
ſpend among them. The yery Caiechizing 
the Yourh of his Pariſh, preparing chem for 
Coofirmation | fk, and then, for the Sacia> 
ment of the Lagd'sSuppes will bg Hint greas 
Thought and. Pains, The 
Carschiſm is/ not enough. - 

ro Undegtand ther K Raligiad, and 
latareſt 


made ſenſible how much 'tis &heir 


and their Dury, The leaſt Pariſh will need 
the Preſence _ Labour of is Paſtor,” This 
is not © be left to a raw Curate, We at- 
front Almighty God by. taking shis Gaurle, 


and do in this greeteft Cangern what 3s 


never - allowed -in things of lels -Memens. 
When 
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When we have retained a learned Phyſician, 
or Lawyer, we will not /give-\ them © the li- 
berty 'to. ſubſtitute and pur 'uport - us ſome 
unskilful Apothecary , or ons Attorney. 
Our Concerns are of greater Value - than 
to - be thus left. And fure our Souls are 
of greater Worth than our /- Lives: 'or - E- 
ſtares. 


V. Agreater Care concerning Confirmation of 
thoſe who have not been confirmed before. 
The Truth of it is,that this hath been 'often 
huddled over, and with little Fruit. | Whereas 
it is not only an excellent Inſtitution of it 
ſelf, but may be ſo managed alſo as to be 
of unſpeakable Uſe. Thoſe: that are to be 
Confirmed - had need be- prepared for it, and 
the Thing ought to be done with ou So- 
lemnity. To that- purpoſe- 1 humbly - offer 
the. following. Particulars -to your Lordſhip's 
Confideration. 


Firſt, That there ſhould be Notice given 
of a Confirmation ſome. conſiderable time 
before, and. that the Miniſter be required 


to on the Youth | of his Pariſh - for 
at; 


at -he have” Notice to- Inftruct 'them 
with 
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with great Care, not only in the bare ger- 
ting the Catechiſm by -Hearc , but in -ena- 
bling them to give ſuch 'an Account of the 
Meaning of what they ſay, and ſo poſleſ- 
ſing them with the Obligation lying upon 
them from their Baptiſmal Vow, that they 
may be fitly diſpoled to. receive great Benefic 
thereby. 


Secondly, That none be offered to the Bi- 
ſhop bur” ſuch as the Miniſter of the Pariſh 
hach thus prepared. And to: this purpoſe 
the Miniſter - may be obliged to deliver to 
the Biſhop a Liſt or Catalogue of thoſe who 
are to be Confirmed: by him, together with 
A; Certificate - under his Hand and Seal ar 
the bottom of it ; in- which he ſhall. Teſti- 
fie that he hath Examined and does Approve of 
the Perſons above-named in Number ........ 
and judgeth them fic to be Confirmed, Ir is to 
be ſuppoſed no Miniſter will give this Cer- 
tificate withour good Cauſe. However the 
Biſhop may upon occaſion 1o order the mar- 
ter, that he may have ſome of them for tri- 
al Examined before they are Confirmed, that 
he may find, out the Fraud if he think it fir, 
and have: any cauſe to fear due Care hath 
not 
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not been taken, By this courſe they who 
are to be Confirmed may be called by Name, 
and the Biſhop will not be crowded by thoſe 
who are not Inſtructed, and by thole who 
have been Confirmed before. For it hath 
been obſerved, that many will be Confirmed 
often, and many others before they are In- 
ſtructed, and others that are fo young that 
they cannot underſtand what they do. 


Thirdly, *Tis very fat there ſhould be a Ser- 
mon preached on this Solemn Occaſion, fer- 
ting forth the Grounds upon which Conkir- 
mation is Bnile, the Advantages of i, with a 
particular Addreſs co thoſe who are ©o be 
Confirmed ; or elſe the Preacher may diſcourſe 
of the Baptifmal Vow, and of the Reaſona- 
bleneſs of raking that _—_ upon our 
ſelves, which was promiſed in our Infancy 
by our Surettes: But your Lordſhip may 
ciſe 2 wit and good Man for this Service, 
and then he will be at no Joſs for his Argu- 
ment. 


- PFourthhy, Your Lordſhip may conkder alſo, 
-whether # might not be fit forme little Book 
ſhould be devifed by commen Conſent of 

the 
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the Biſhops, which might be of - after-uſe to- 
them who.are Confirmed ; which Book may 
be delivered to. each of them at the time of 
their Confirmation, gratis, ( by the Biſhop's 
own Hand) with an Obligation laid upon 
them to read it. In this Book there _— to- 
be ſome Prayers, and Inſtructions towards the 
Preparing for the Holy Sacrament. 


Fifthly,”The ſeveral Miniſters are to be-ſtrict: 
ty charged to have a watchful Eye over thoſe 
who- are thus Confirmed, and: to. Prepare: 
them: for the: Sacrament of the Loxd's Supper. 


as ſoon after as is fir and convenient. 


Theſe are my ſudden: Ehoughts. of this. 
Matter. . Your Lordihip is. the belt. Judge of 
the whole. Thus much is certain:, that if 
this Care wese taken, ar ſome better, thoſe - 
who. now deſpiſe it would be very glad: of: 
_ this bleſſed Opportunity of engaging Them-- 

ſhes, their Children, and their Servants, to- 
the Obedicnce of Chrift. and his. Holy Laws. 
This Service might be ſa-managed» that it 
y_ be of great Vife to. the Souls of: 
Men.. 


 Vixthy,, 
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Sixthly, There ought to be the utmoſt Care 
taken of Market-Towns that they be well pro- 
vided (if poſſible ) with able Miniſters, and 
Men of a good Life, and Men that ſhall preach 
ewice a-day alſo. For if they be well pro- 
vided, the little Pariſhes about them will be 
the better for ir. For as good Preaching in 
London ( a Place of great Reſort from all Parts 
of the Kingdom) hath a mighty Influence up. 
on the whole Nation, ſo in proportion it muſt 
be in all Market-Towns, to which the Coun- 
try People come , and the Minifters of the 
Villages alſo. A wiſe Man there is conſulted 
upon Occaſion by the other Clergy-Men ; and 
a great _—_— of Vertue in 'an Eminent 
Place goes farther than the ſame in a Village; 
or little Hamlet. I confeſs the Maintenance 
here is generally ſmall, but then they ought 
ro be encouraged by what' other Helps:che 
Biſhops can aftord- them ; And) ſome . of [the 
Biſhops have Prebends and other ſmall Dig- 
nities to beſtow, which cannot be better pla- 
ced than upon 'the worthy Miniſters of -{uch 
Places ;; who as they have the greater Charge 
and Work, ſo ought to have the greater E-n- 
couragement. Beſides , theſe are the Places 

| where 
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where the Piſlenters, that preach generally 
are[z/ And indeed herc ate the greateſt Number 
| onney of thar'-fore of People. ft have known 

everal of: theſe Places preſerved from Schiſm 
and- FaRtion' by watchful, and diligent, and 
prudent-Paſtors/; and (1 ſpeak'it with grief) 
a"! great” many- of them miſerably- divided 
from our Church 'through the Negligence, 
and: Folly, and Wickedneſs of their Miniſters : 
Some of. which have refuſed to: Preach in an 
Afternoon, when'/ ic hath been» much deſired ; 
others live: ſpent; their» Pains-:in- che Pulpic 
generally in bitter Invectives againſt the Dil 
lenters ;; others have gone. beyond the Ru: 
brick, and refuſed to pleaſe their People where 
they miglit have done it- without breaking a- 
ny Law ;. ſome have ſided with Parties, -and 
inſtead-of ending Difterences have been of a 
certain Party in them ; and -others have con- 
tended with their Neighbours for Trifles, fal- 
ling into Heats with them, and then have re- 
fuled to Vifit them or do them Civil Offices. . 
The :Diflenters. have taken Occaſion to fer up 
Preaching in their Towns and drawn away 
cheir People. The: Schilm hath hereby grown 
great, and the Miniſter himlelt hath had too 
E much 
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much- hand 'ija ic, notwithſtanding his warm 
Declamaytons againſt it. My Heart akes when 
I ſerioully-think of this. And 'twill be worth 
thevitmoſt Care: of all the Biſhops how to 
pr- this -Evil, at- leaſt leſſened, if; nor quite re- 


..- moved.| The:Care of theſe .great:Places\con: 


cerris the whole , and 'twill become 'the” Bj- 
ſhops to find ſome way by themlebves, -or 
their Intereſt -at Court, or elſewhere, to pro- 
cure ſome-additional Maintenance: for thoſe 
who are Diligent and Painful in theſe Places. 
Great Cities and Towns ( and the Univerſi- 
ties/eſpecially ) moſt need warm and power- 
ful Preachers, and twill be great Charity to 
provide:them with ſuch. And thus, my Lord, 
| have ſpoken my Mind frankly. Some per: 
haps will think I have uſed too great Liber. 
ty : Nor ſhall I wonder at it: For perhaps I 
have not: conſidered you. in:this Letrer as my 
Dioceſan, bur have: uſed that Freedom .which 
L was, wont to ule with you when'T knew you 
in the Univerſity. If I have done fo, 'tis not 
for want - of Deference for. your Perſon. and 


your Character, 


j* $ 


| fire. You will find many o 


't1ON., 
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:[:4'thake no quelti Swe ic a 
among: vs, and-in [your 'Vilitdtion, you: Wi 
nfo ak tons of your Friends;-and 
at leaft-ſiletce: your Enemies. I doube-nor 
but you will do all you. can ( andzyoui ni 
do much by your Example and Authority ) 
to make us better, and to work a Reforma- 
tion, which all good Men / _ and de- 

your Clergy 
very complying in thoſe excellent Deſigns. If 
you mind*ther of 'their Duty ( as I am ſure 
you will ) I dare aflure you of a great Num- 
ber ready. to affift you. 


'Tis high time to-be doing that great Work 
which. yqu. intend.” There are a conſiderable 
Number that expe&t your Commands, and 
greatly hope you will vigorouſly Encourage 
us - to look. after our Cures, to- Inftruct our 
Youth ,” 'co ſet up: Prayers in all the Fa- 
mulies of our Pariſhioners, and to. preach u 
the Neceſſity of Reformation, and prea 
againſt che Vices that reign Dl us, 


and to do it with great Care and Applica- 
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(10am very" &rtaih {a8/2bad as the.:World 
is ) chat by this: Method rob will: be:;ancln- 
Rrangent: of «much» Good!1o; the:rSouls |:of 
Men:-'That you may: ray ſo; is: the moſt car- 
neſt —_ of,) (50 1 


7 


Mi: Lord; 


by Lodi s 
SOLE 26, 
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